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NABRE This same Hezekiah stopped the upper outlet for water from
Gihon and redirected it underground westward to the City of
David. Hezekiah prospered in all his works.
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NABRE

a Hezekiah fortified his city

b and had water brought into it;

¢ With bronze tools he cut through the rocks

d and dammed up a mountain site for water.
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NABRE

a During his reign Sennacherib led an invasion
b and sent his adjutant;

¢ He shook his fist at Zion

d and blasphemed God in his pride.
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NABRE
a The people’s hearts melted within them,
b and they were in anguish like that of childbirth.
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NABRE
a But they called upon the Most High God
b and lifted up their hands to him;
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¢ He heard the prayer they uttered,
d and saved them through Isaiah.
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NABRE
a God struck the camp of the Assyrians
b and routed them with a plague.
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25) Ibid.
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L T A A A U H Y2TH(T 14:37; 16:49[17:14]; 25:9; 2 24:16).

HAF mamE EAb, AW, A ER ol O 2 FAF muollA U TR
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3.6. 22&

() PR 1 () | a émotnoev yop Elekiog TO Gpeotov Kuplw
T 072 P | b kol évioxuoer év 060l Axuld

- e, . ,
( ) | ¢ 1od matpog abtod d¢ eveteidato Hoaag O mpodntng
( ) | d 0 péyec kol MOTOC €V OpdoeL ahTod
-
g%
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d 183 =g wAES A3 A

c A AR o|Ateke] 71238 weE)

b A7 24 o8l 4SS 213 AFH.

"7,
a SZ7lok el Fol B AL Hga
d A71e) FAle] FA T

¢ SITHE olAbok clixke] Wo) wheh

b A7) 24 Tkl e 243 AR

NABRE

a For Hezekiah did what was right

b and held fast to the paths of David,

¢ As ordered by the illustrious prophet Isaiah,

d who saw truth in visions.

F 5,3 T87,2 22488 §8 & ol we} 3| Bg]o] BEE} FA4<I
o] B £AetE g2 wixsta ok FAel oA = 22aH o 3]~
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60 "HZAR=EAT, 46 (2020. 4.), 47-66

22bd 9] 3lH o] EiEs A HsHH e vl Ao

a9 “osle] A& 213 AH T 9} 22 ofr]o|th

0D matpog’t Y=t 3| Hlo] BE oz

S w1 o7 MYEtal AW NABREE 3| H o] &S
23 AT} A7 A B 2270k TSl AB/AIZ AL S

~E}ﬂ40ﬂ HaZd W =4 Frhstr] g Aot 1l
2 o] Al A WS B oI 7] o] th.26)

o
MO

~

A=22F H|
AEQ BEL I B E 2o QEH2), BT 6= = Hol Itk
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26) Ibid.

27) Johannes Renz, Die Althebrdischen Inschriften: Teil 1. Text und Kommentar, HAE 1
(Darmstadt: Wissenschaftliche Buchgesellschaft, 1995), 180.

28) Kenton L. Sparks, Ancient Texts for the Study of the Hebrew Bible: A Guide to the Background
Literature (Peabody: Hendrickson Publishers, 2005), 501.
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<Abstract>
Study on Hezekiah’s Tunnel in Ben Sira 48:17-22:
Comparison between the Hebrew Text and the LXX

Pong Dae Im
(Methodist Theological University)

In this paper, I will search the story of Hezekiah’s tunnel in the Book of Ben
Sira called Ecclesiasticus as well as in the biblical texts, comparing the Hebrew
text and the Septuagint to discern differences in the translation among the
Korean Common Translation, the Korean Catholic Bible, and the New American
Bible Revised Edition.

Hezekiah was one of the great kings of Judah, at least from the religious
viewpoint of the Deuteronomist, the Chronicler, and Ben Sira. Hezekiah bored a
tunnel from the Spring of Gihon to the Pool of Siloam (2Ki 20:20; 2Ch 32:30),
thus assuring Jerusalem a good supply of water when Sennacherib attacked
Judah and surrounded the city of Jerusalem.

We can find this story of Hezekiah in the Book of Ben Sira 48:17-22. Ben
Sira was originally written in Hebrew around the 2" century BCE, and was later
translated into Greek as one book of the Septuagint. Between 1896 and 1900,
many fragments of Ben Sira in Hebrew were identified by scholars among the
vast collection of materials recovered from the Cairo synagogue genizah.

Ben Sira 48:17¢ “and he hewed through the rocks with bronze” is evidently
referring to the boring of the tunnel from the Gihon to the Pool of Siloam. This
resembles the description of the Siloam inscription. The verb azn(hew through)
and the noun =mz(rock) both occur twice in the Siloam inscription found six
meters before the exit of Hezekiah’s tunnel in 1880, and it describes the
dramatic meeting between the workers who have completed the tunneling.

While the Hebrew text declares ‘the Most High God’(1vby o) in verse 20a,
the LXX describes God as “the Lord, merciful”. The LXX’s expression is
clearly an interpretive variant based on the context here and in 2 Kings. In many
cases, the Korean Common Translation and the Korean Catholic Bible followed
the LXX in their translation, whereas the New American Bible revised its
translation based on the Hebrew text, which is respected as the original
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language.

Even though the LXX is more familiar to us since the Apocrypha is not
included in the Hebrew Bible, Ben Sira was originally written in Hebrew, and
fortunately, we now have the Hebrew text as its manuscript. We therefore need
to take into serious account the Hebrew text as well when we revise or translate

Ben Sira.



